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          Tuesday 5th February - Ron Morgan Half sell up and sail
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Wednesday, February 20, 2013,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Having had to cancel our second meeting in January due to bad weather it was nice to be back in better weather.

It must be everyone's dream to sell up and head south towards the sun! Ron and Sue showed us the other option: to half sell up. Spend the winter months at home and the better weather in the sun living that dream. They headed south for Portugal and with great enthusiasm Ron described, with the aid of some wonderful photographs just how they did it. The club room was full and both Ron ... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 8th January 2013 Bernard Heath - Morocco bound
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Wednesday, January  9, 2013,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Last night Bernard Heath, assisted by Beryl, told us about a trip to Morocco in their motor home in the Spring of 2012. They travelled from the South of Spain, across to Ceuta, then into Morocco;  in the company of about 20 other motor homes. A fascinating and thought provoking story it was too. Bernard illustrated the talk with some amusing anecdotes and fabulous photographs. Maybe a few more of us will follow in their footsteps! 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 18th December 2012 Christmas Party
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Wednesday, December 19, 2012,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      What a wonderful night - very enjoyable, good company and the raffle raised £55 towards Club funds. Many thanks to everyone who braved the elements to support the do. A big thank you to Beryl & Bernard, Andrea & Bob and the team. Thanks to Alan for the 'Beetle Sail Drive' and to everyone who donated prizes and bought tickets! 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 4th December David Hicken Pageant Skipper Guard Boat to a Queen
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Robert Morgan on Tuesday, December 18, 2012,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      David Hicken told us in great style about the wonderful pageant held in June to mark the Queen's Diamond Jubilee. He gave us the inside story of how he and his crew helped escort the Queen, along with about 1,000 other vessels, down the Thames during the pageant. He was in charge of one of the guard boats from the ex Royal Yacht Britannia and he enthusiastically delighted us with his story and showed us some superb photographs of the pageant. 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 20th November Keith Beddard - A Cruise to Scotland
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Wednesday, December  5, 2012,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      What a fantastic night! With another packed out club room we heard how Keith and his wife Barbara spent last summer cruising the NW coast of Scotland via the Isle of Man. They re-visited many of their favourite places: mainly seen before from the mountain tracks. Keith showed us some fabulous photos of the mountains that they had walked in earlier years but this time taken from the water aboard their Moody.  He showed us some wonderful secure anchorages amongst the Islands - a delightful part... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Wednesday 14th November Trip to Liverpool
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Robert Morgan on Friday, November 16, 2012,

              In :
                      Visits 
                
    


    
      Following on from our trip to Bristol last year this week we went up to Liverpool. There's so much to see and do in Liverpool that we were spoilt for choice! Being nautical types most of us ended up in the Maritime museum which includes a lot of information about the Titanic. The Slavery Museum also proved popular. We also filled up one of the 'Ducks' and and a had superb trip through the centre of Liverpool culminating in a 'splash down' and trip round the docks! 

Many thanks to Paul for and ... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 6th November  Amanda Suggitt -  Tales from the Olympic Sailing 2012
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Friday, November 16, 2012,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Our new season continued with another packed house as Amanda Suggitt told us about her Olympic experience. Amanda, an RYA Coach and very experienced dinghy Sailor; at National level gave us a fascinating insight into what it took to run the racing at Weymouth.  
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 23rd October Mark Burkes Clipper Round the World Race 2011-2012
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Sunday, November  4, 2012,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      The first night of our 2012 - 2013 season got off to a cracking start with Mark Burkes telling us all about his experience during a storm in the Pacific Ocean during the Clipper Round the World - 40,000 miles Race.  
He was a watch leader aboard the Geraldtown Western Australia, when she was 'pooped' by a very large wave 400 miles out from California. 
Mark related to a packed house how, following the boat's steering being destroyed the crew had to rig the jury rudder and cope with massive seas... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 20th March 2012 Photo Competition Quiz Night
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Robert Morgan on Thursday, March 29, 2012,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Following on from last years successful Photo Competition and Quiz Night last Tuesday was another very enjoyable night. Our thanks again to Ken who presented an excellent quiz and Bob for organising the members photo competition. Also thanks to everyone who entered the competion and came along to support the quiz and place their votes! As per last year some superb entries and another brilliant home grown evening! 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 6th March Chris Allen Steamships Through the Ages
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Thursday, March 15, 2012,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Chris Allen gave us a splendid presentation last week with his talk about steamships through the ages. He covered in great detail the very first steamships leading up through paddle steamers to modern day warships. Chris has an impressive knowledge of all things powered by steam! He's the Editor of the Bulletin of the International Stationary Steam Engine Society and associated with the Clay Mills Pumping Engines Trust. A splendid evening illustrated by some wonderful photos. 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 21st February Graham Winter Touring the Midlands by Water
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Tuesday, February 28, 2012,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Last Tuesday Graham Winter reminded us how fortunate we all are to be living in the middle of the UK's inland waterway network. With great professionalism and humour Graham took us on a delightful trip along our waterways heritage. A seasoned and knowledgeable boater; he talked about and showed us some fantastic photos of bridges, locks, tunnels, viaducts, aqueducts, narrow boats, traditional sterns, cruiser sterns and wildlife! A wonderful guided tour of the midlands waterways and rivers: a ... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 7th February David Holbourn - The Three Peaks Race
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Robert Morgan on Monday, February 13, 2012,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      What a wonderful meeting we had last Tuesday! David Holbourn, a member of the Cruising Association, came along and told a packed house, in a delightful light-hearted manner, how he and his team of sailors and runners took on the 3 Peaks in the cause of the County Air Ambulance Charity. Setting off in poor weather David described how the runners ran their hearts out and the sailors had some wonderful sailing in one of the most beautiful parts of the world. Whilst raising some money was the ser... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 17th January 2012 Jonathan Eddy Pymouth to Lagos
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Thursday, January 26, 2012,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Last Tuesday we were treated to a delightful talk by Jonatham Eddy about the Rally Portugal aboard his Hallberg Rassy 43 "Avalon" a wonderful safe boat that looks after you well. He, his wife Jackie and their crew set off south to find some sun in Southern Portugal. The Trip was so well organised by the World Cruising Club that he recommended to everyone heading that way this is the best way to do it: all the hassle of the port admin etc is done for you leaving you to enjoy the sailing.  A tr... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 20th December 2011 Christmas Party
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Wednesday, December 21, 2011,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Last night the weather held up and this year our Christmas Party 2011 went ahead as planned.  Once again a really nice evening with good friends. Brilliant! Another full house and a great time was had by all! Many thanks, on behalf of the Club, to all the team: those who helped in any way by providing food and raffle prizes, attended and joined in the fun. Thanks to Alan and Jackie for running the "Sail Drive": our much loved nautical version of a "Beetle Drive". Another excellent fun-filled ... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 6th December 2011 Paul Wooddisse Highlands and Islands
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Saturday, December 10, 2011,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      On Tuesday, Paul Wooddisse, a member of the club, gave us another very interesting presentation about his adventures as Skipper and RYA Cruising Instructor aboard his boat L'Ecume Des Mers around the Islands and waters of NW Scotland. It is clear that Paul is a very good cook and takes great pride in not only ensuring his pupils and crew have a very good course/cruise but they are also fed very well too! A splendid evening, with a full house, It was a pleasure to listen to Paul, and we look f... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Wednesday 16th November ss Great Britain
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Friday, November 18, 2011,

              In :
                      Visits 
                
    


    
      On Wednesday we had a trip to Bristol to visit Brunel's ss Great Britain. This is the first time in a long time that we have travelled as a group and our grateful thanks to Paul for organising the day which went exceptionally well from start to finish.

[image: ]The ship and the museum is well worth a visit and indeed worth stopping over in Bristol. The replica of John Cabot's Matthew was moored alongside and with boat trips round the water docks/marina there's plenty to do and see.
... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 15th November The Adaptability of the Cruising Sailor
    
        


    
    

    Posted by bob on Thursday, November 17, 2011,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      The Club was full on Tuesday night to hear Sian Brown and Graham Clipston tell of us of their Adventures through the Caledonian Canal in Scotland aboard their small trailer sailor "Poojah". The Locks are large in those parts and the Lochs not for the faint hearted when the wind blows! An hilarious trip where a sense of humour and determination prevailed over what were often atrocious conditions. Sian and Graham are talented artists and the water colours, cartoons and photographs they brought ... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 1st November Sailing aboard the Barque Europa
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Wednesday, November  2, 2011,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Last night we had a full house to listen to David & Chris Homer recounting their trip aboard the Barque "Europa" around Cape Horn to Antarctica. A gripping story of how they joined the crew as they headed south down to Drakes Passage. They told us how the Barque is a weather station of some repute sending weather reports daily from this remote part of the world. The wild life they saw including whales, dolphins and penguins was just amazing and so was the cooking aboard what really is a very ... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 18th October 2011 Skittles Night
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Monday, October 24, 2011,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      The new season got off to a good start on Tuesday with a good attendance and much laughter as we caught up with each other after the summer away. The skittles went well, won by Bob (much to his surprise!), with Graham a close second.
Many thanks to Ken for running the skittles and keeping the scores. also to Beryl, Pam & Andrea for providing the refreshments and also to all the skittles replacers! 

The new book swop box is now underway thanks to everyone who brought some books - donations to th... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 29th March 2011 AGM
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Sunday, April 10, 2011,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      There was a good attendance at the 37th AGM held at Ashwood Marina Social Club on the 29th March. This was followed by a fish and chip supper again from the excellent chip shop in Wallheath. 

Everyone thought that all our the speakers this year have been excellent and the club continues to do well. This year we had tried out some new ideas including an evening with Dick Brice: singer, sailor, poet and raconteur which went down particularly well. The Photo competition had been well received, at... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 15th March 2011 Quiz and Photo Competition
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Thursday, March 17, 2011,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Our last evening before the end of season AGM was a very enjoyable one thanks to a great deal of effort by Ken who presented an excellent quiz.  Bob had organised a members photo competition and the standard of entries really was excellent.  Andrea very kindly provided a lovely array of nibbles.  Yet again a very good 'home grown' evening. 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 1st March 2011 Brian Hammett Racundra's Third Cruise
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Saturday, March  5, 2011,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      
Last Tuesday Brian Hammett gave us a fascinating insight into the life of Arthur Ransome the author of the well known series of children's books "Swallows and Amazons".  Brian told us how he had discovered an original, unpublished manuscript by Arthur; written just after his second marriage to Evgenia (a former secretary of Trotsky). It was about their honeymoon cruise on the river Dvina, the Aa and the Bolderra in Latvia during 1924. Brian was instrumental, as its compiler, in having the man... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 15th February 2011 Dick Brice
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Wednesday, February 16, 2011,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      What a treat - Dick Brice yarned, sung and read some of his poetry, he has a way of transporting his audience with his tales and songs.  All this delivered in such a relaxed and polished performance, it was a wonderful evening and left everyone feeling as though we had been truly entertained by a very talented man. 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 1st February 2011 Motorhoming
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Wednesday, February  2, 2011,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      A wonderful 'home grown' evening on motorhoming - a great deal of information on many aspects of this activity both in the UK and Europe.  
 
Bob put in a lot of work to produce an excellent presentation on a vast subject, I felt we could have gone on for days.  There's nothing quite like arriving at a new destination in a boat but a motorhome gets you to so many places and that's just the start.
 
A few more members in attendance would have been nice but those that did turn out enjoyed the eveni... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 18th January 2011 Aubrey Wallis
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Monday, January 31, 2011,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Aubrey Wallis, an old friend and speaker at Midlands Coastal Cruising Club kept everyone well entertained with his delightful style and informative presentation. Aubrey is a well know instructor and boat delivery Skipper of many years standing and the Club was delighted to welcome him back to the club to hear more about his experiences. Many of our members have been taught their sea going skills by Aubrey and it was great to see him again.  
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 4th January 2011 New Years Party
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Wednesday, January  5, 2011,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Following on from our cancelled December 2010 Christmas Party the weather held up this time and the New Year replacement party was superb! Yet another cracking event! Using our well tested recipe we once again had great food and a delightful evening! Many thanks, on behalf of the Club, to Beryl and the team, including all those who helped in any way by providing food and raffle prizes, attended and joined in the fun. Thanks to Alan and Jackie for running the "Sail Drive": the nautical version... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 7th December 2010 Charlie Sterling
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Wednesday, December  8, 2010,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Last night Charlie Sterling of Sterling Power came along to tell us about 'Advanced Battery Charging'.  His talk and presentation gave us all food for thought about the charging systems on our boats and motorhomes.  I suspect we're all wondering this morning whether we 'do the right thing' with our batteries during the winter months! 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 16th November Chris Smith Bewdley to Beijing
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Friday, November 19, 2010,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Last night we were entertained by Chris Smith - he cycled from his back door in Bewdley to Beijing, a journey which took him through some very challenging territories and all this 'solo' apart from a few individual cyclists travelling similar routes who joined him for parts of his trip. 
 
Chris is an excellent presenter, he gave a real insight into his journey, the reasons for
making it and the highs and lows as he progressed towards his goal, Beijing.  Photos, with pertinent and poignant quota... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 2nd November Bruce Turley Knot Tyer's Guild
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Wednesday, November  3, 2010,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      A somewhat different night with Bruce Turley who demonstrated rope making, told us a bit about different types of rope and gave us the opportunity to learn to tie a turks head. We only tried the simple ones but some of us still had our hands tied together at the end of the evening.
 
Bruce is a member of the Knot Tyers Guild and his enthusiasm and presentation gave for a great 'interactive' meeting 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 19th October Nautical Natter
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Thursday, October 28, 2010,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Our first meeting - Nautical Natter and Cheese & Pickles - was enjoyed by 24 members.It was nice to see everyone and hear of all the travels enjoyed over the summer.
 
At our next meeting Bruce Turley of the Knot Tyers Guild will be giving us demonstrations of rope making and a few hints and help with all kinds of knot tying.
 
Join us on 2nd November for an evening with a difference. 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          New Season Tuesday 19th October 2010
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Saturday, October 16, 2010,

              In :
                      Meetings 
                
    


    
      The first meeting of the new season is on Tuesday 19th October and this year, for the first time, we are having  a "Nautical Natter Evening". 
 
We'll also be introducing our forthcoming book box, a photo competition for later in the season and generally up-dating
members and visitors about the 'entertainment' we've organised for the next few months. Also an ideal opportunity for everyone to contribute their ideas in a relaxed and informal atmosphere.
 
For this evening there will be no charge for... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 30th March 2010 36th AGM
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Web Master on Wednesday, March 31, 2010,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      There was an excellent attendance at the 36th AGM held at Ashwood Marina Social Club last Tuesday. This was followed by a fish and chip supper from the excellent chip shop in Wallheath and a bring and buy sale of nautical books and boat bits and bobs.

Everyone agreed that all our the speakers this year have been excellent and the club continues to thrive.

New members are always welcome and the new committee meets on April 13th to begin planning for the new season in October. Watch this space!

Ne... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 16th March 2010 Trevor Skeates Inside India
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Saturday, March 20, 2010,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Trevor Skeates and his wife Debbie took us on a trip 'Inside India' - a trip they made in 1993.  They had 'backpacked' around central India and had lovely memories and photographs of what was clearly a very enjoyable experience for them. 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 2nd March Barry Corlett & Andrew Tooby
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Wednesday, March  3, 2010,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Last night we were entertained by two of our own members. Barry Corlett had lovely photos and memories of his trip to the Scilly Isles last summer - he and Heather had had a 'swell' time (thanks to the Atlantic Ocean effect)!
 
Andrew Tooby took us to Brittany around Morbihan and some of the lovely inlets and anchorages. His experience and knowledge of this sailing area is quite extensive.
  
It certainly made us think of the summer to come and dream of sunny shores to visit.... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 16th February Adrienne Hyde Clipper Round the World Race
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Monday, February 22, 2010,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      We were entertained by Adrienne Hyde on 16th February. She told us about her adventure on board the Clipper boat 'Hull and Humber'. She had sailed four legs of the Clipper Round the World race and gave us a wonderful insight into a very
exciting and fulfilling personal challenge. Her talk and pictures were a delight. It was lovely to hear from someone who in her own words hadn't had years of sailing experience, who'd gone out with grit and determination to participate in such an epic voyage.... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 2nd February Trevor Horne RNLI Sea Check
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Tuesday, February  9, 2010,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      A very interesting night as Trevor Horne one of the RNLI's Sea Check Volunteers gave a very informative presentation on the RNLI Sea Check Scheme. This is a FREE service provided by the RNLI to all boat owners. Trevor emphasised the need to wear life jackets at all times when out in our boats. Lifejackets, Sea ancchors, flares, extinguishers, Safety harnesses, Epirbs, First Aid, Survival courses were just some of the many topics he touched on. 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 19th January Paul, Rose & Katie Miller Biscay and OSTAR
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Wednesday, January 20, 2010,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      On Tuesday 19th we were entertained by Paul & Rose Miller and their daughter Katie.
 
Paul told us how they had started sailing after a flotilla holiday in Greece.  They had been 'hooked' and gone on to complete competency courses before buying their own boat in which they had sailed the Biscay Triangle - a rally organised by Yachting Monthly.
 
He played a very amusing video taken during the rally.
 
Katie was visiting us for the second time.  She had spoken to us two years ago about her 'Round Br... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 5th January Member's night cancelled
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Tuesday, January  5, 2010,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      The meeting planned for tonight has been cancelled due to bad weather. It has been snowing most of the day and the weather forecast for this evening shows no improvement. Hopefully the members talks and quiz can be held at a later date.
Lets hope the weather improves soon! 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 15th December 2009 Christmas Party
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Wednesday, December 16, 2009,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Christmas Party and Sail Drive. This was another brilliant party! Using last years well tested recipe we had great food and good company!
Washed down sweets galore and the nautical version of a "Beetle Drive" called "Sail Drive". Once again many thanks, on behalf of the Club, to Beryl and her team, including all those who helped in any way: provided food and raffle prizes, attended and joined in the fun. Thanks to Alan and Jackie  for producing and running the "Sail Drive". An excellent night ... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Sea Dogs Reunited
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Wednesday, December  2, 2009,

              In :
                      Links 
                
    


    
      At our last meeting our speaker alerted us to a very interesting web site for "old seadogs". This is a fascinating site, not only for "old sea dogs" but for anyone interested in ships and the sea click here to go to it. 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 1st December David Jewkes Chief Engineer Offficer P&O Cruises
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Wednesday, December  2, 2009,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Last night we were privileged to welcome David Jewkes, Chief Engineer with P&O Lines
who gave an excellent presentation on three of the P&O ships he has worked on.  He 
outlined some of the difficulties encountered when things went wrong - an engine (electric
propulsion) failure, a freak wave causing damage to windows and cabins and a newly 
commissioned liner's engine vibration problems.  He briefly outlined how all these problems 
had been overcome - all of them monumental tasks.
 
It was an insig... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          The Future of the Inland Waterways
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Graham on Saturday, November 28, 2009,

              In :
                      Canals 
                
    


    
      

Did you know that over half the population of this country lives within 5 miles of an inland waterway?
 You may also know about the media speculation that the Government intends to include the British Waterways’ property portfolio as a component of the £16bn asset sale.
 The Government has made no announcements and is steadfastly refusing to be drawn on the subject.
 However, we have good reason to believe that Government is seriously considering taking British Waterways’ assets and selling...

 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 17th November Andrew Lound - Calling the Cosmos
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Thursday, November 19, 2009,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      "We were entertained last night by Andrew Lound who took us 'Calling the Cosmos' 
and inviting the question "is anybody out there?"  Andrew's presentation style, 
knowledge and his great enthusiasm about astronomy and the universe made
for a very interesting and informative evening and certainly I believe everyone
went away with plenty of food for thought." 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 3rd Novemebr Alan Birch - A Cruise to the Baltic
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Friday, November  6, 2009,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Alan Birch gave members a very informative and interesting talk about his trip to the Baltic to join the Cruising Association Rally there in 2008.  Alan had said he didn't have much material but clearly a great deal of thought and preparation had gone in to pass on so many good tips and 'lessons learned'.


 He commented about the potential for problems with arrangements to meet up with others and pre-booked cheap flights, these were very interesting points and apply not just to sailing but to o... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 20th October Vince Williams Jon Goodson "Idle Women"
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Friday, November  6, 2009,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Vince Williams
and Jon Goodson opened our season for us with a very informative and
entertaining presentation about the “Idle Women” of the Grand Union Canal.  Vince and John told, to a full club room, how
the “Idle Women” came to be. How in the war years, amidst great danger they ran
the narrow boats down the canal between Birmingham and London. Often carrying
munitions. They had a modest amount of training yet needed great skill and strength
to manage the boats. Their conditions wer...
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Forthcoming Meetings
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Tuesday, May 26, 2009,

      
    


    
      Planning for our Autumn programme is well underway and nearly completed.
The programme for January - March 2010 is also taking shape. If anyone is interested in joining our club please contact us via our contact link.
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 31st March 2009 35th AGM
    
        


    
    

    Posted by webmaster on Wednesday, April  1, 2009,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      The Club held its 35th Annual General Meeting on 31st March 2009.
Following the AGM a fish and ship supper, boat jumble and website discussion were held.

The Club is now closed for the Summer sailing season but the committee are busy arranging the 2009 - 2010 programme. Please visit our Autumn page for updates on this. 

If anyone would like to offer a talk to the Cub please make contact with us!

Fair winds and calm seas.












 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 17th March 2009 Trevor Skeates Jubilee Sailing Trust
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Thursday, March 19, 2009,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Trevor Skeates gave us a thought provoking and fascinating presentation of life aboard the Lord Nelson.
He told with great passion and enthusiasm of the Jubilee Sailing Trust (JST) and its vision. Everyone aboard both the Lord Nelson and Tenacious, the new vessel, are treated as equals. Everyone, disabled or not makes a valuable contribution to life aboard and sailing the ships from port to port. The masters and crew of the ships take great pride in sailing rather than motoring. A trip on one ... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 3rd March 2009 Nicky Gibb Sailing Round the World
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Thursday, March  5, 2009,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Andy & Nicky Gibb have sailed their boat Intrepid of Dover, a 40 ft Westerly Oceanlord across the Atlantic 3 times and completed a circumnavigation in 2007. 

They sail with family and friends who join and leave the boat at various stages.

Nicky graphically and enthusiastically described how they sailed one of these stages across the Pacific Ocean. Their route was through the Panama Canal to the Galapagos, then to Marquesas, Tahiti, Samoa, other Pacific Islands and on to Australia. She told of t...
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Radio Controlled Laser
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Thursday, February 19, 2009,

              In :
                      Models 
                
    


    
      Follow this link here to The Radio Controlled Laser. Not a cruising boat by any means but looks like good fun. Perhaps something to stick on the boat and bring home for the winter. Growing like topsy - good fun for all the family.
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Tuesday 17th February Paul Wooddisse - St. Kilda
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Wednesday, February 18, 2009,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Another full house! Paul Wooddisse gave us a very interesting insight into one of the UK's more remote yet delightful cruising grounds off the NW coast of Scotland. He told how all the Islanders had to leave the Island in the 1930's. St. Kilda is now only inhabited by the birds - and lots of them. A delightful place to visit in the right weather. Paul is planning to revisit them this year and has a couple of places left on his boat so if you are interested  - contact him here L'Ecume Des Mers... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Website Changes
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Sunday, February 15, 2009,

              In :
                      blog 
                
    


    
      Those of you with eagle eyes will have noticed some changes in the last few days!
Have a look round if you haven't. 
I have dropped the password protection on the blog: there's a new password protected area for members only.

All newcomers please be aware this site is moderated.

What does everyone think? Hows about commenting on this posting or ANY of the posts ........... enter your comments in the box below.. If the box is not there just click on the header of the post. 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Gil Haywood Tues 3rd February “Keeping a boat in the Mediterranean.”
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Sunday, February  8, 2009,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      What an inspirational night this turned out to be! Gil is no stranger to MCCC as he used to be a member and one time Secretary!  He outlined his dream to sail to and around the Mediterranean and then described in vivid detail how he and his wife accomplished it aboard their Vancouver 38.

They sailed their boat to the Med with the help of Andrew another of our members and have spent the last 7 years exploring its nooks and cranies. Starting  in Gibraltar, then Barcelona, Marseille and onto Ital... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Gallery
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Web Master on Wednesday, January 28, 2009,

              In :
                      Album 
                
    


    
      New photo's now added courtesy of Allan, a new member. Still more needed - please email today - your boat or sailing topics - anything nautical. You must be the owner of the pictures. Please give brief details. 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Dick Bennett - a trip to Iceland 20th January 2009
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Thursday, January 22, 2009,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      On January 20th we accompanied Dick Bennett on a trip to Iceland on his lovely boat, a 
freedom rigged 35ft ketch "Serrann".  The slides and his excellent commentary were a
joy.  However, the tale became very exciting on the return journey . A very heavy storm
hit them mid-way from Iceland to Scotland and there was no escape.  The boat weathered
the storm for some time but then "the biggest bang I've ever heard in my life" and his next
recollection was being in the raging sea some yards away from ... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Blog links
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Web Master on Wednesday, January 21, 2009,

              In :
                      Links 
                
    


    
      Click any item on the right hand side either under Tags, Categories, Recent Posts, Blog Archive or Blog Roll.
so if you  click on weather you get weather. If you click on links you will get canal,weather and this post links plus others as they are added.

The other way is to enter a search term in the search facility at the top of the blog page then click on search!
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Members Night and Quiz 6th January 2009
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Web Master on Wednesday, January  7, 2009,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Despite Arctic conditions there was a good turn out for our members night this year. 

Bernard, from his days as a Glider Pilot Instructor gave us a fascinating insight into the day of a typical gliding instruction outing. "First get your victim then bolt the plane together!" He recalled the days of going solo for the first time when the canopy was shut above you and you looked up to realise the Instructor was outside the aircraft and you were on your own. He told how the "Tug" plane would some... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Christmas Party Tuesday 16th December 2008
    
        


    
    

    Posted by WebMaster on Thursday, December 18, 2008,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Christmas Party and Sail Drive. This was a superb night! Great food and good company!
Washed down with mince pies and a nautical version of a "Beetle Drive" called "Sail Drive". Many thanks to Beryl for pulling it all togther, the committee and all those who helped in any way: provided food and raffle prizes, attended and joined in the fun. Thanks to Alan and Mike for running the raffle and Alan for producing the "Sail Drive".  
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Christmas Party - Natter & Noggin Tuesday 16th December 2008
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Wednesday, December  3, 2008,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      This, the last meeting of 2008 is an oppportunity to meet up for a Natter & Noggin and look forward to 2009.
There will be a small charge of £5 per head. Menu: Pork baps with apple sauce/seasoning and vegetarian quiche, onions and pickles. Pavlova, trifle and mince pies followed by coffee and mints.To keep us entertained Alan is organising a "nautical" Beetle Drive and to round off the night there will be a mystery raffle. Everyone is encourage to bring a long a small prize wrapped up so no o...
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Ron Morgan 2nd December 2008
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Wednesday, December  3, 2008,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      What an interesting evening this turned out to be! Once again we had a very good turnout and Ron gave an excellent talk on boat electrics and in particular battery management. He even threw in some good advice on how to solder! Also some tips on fan belt tightning! From the number of questions from the floor this proved a worthy topic for discussion and one that Ron handled very well. Another demonstration of the skills and talent sitting amongst us! 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Canal Links
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Graham on Tuesday, November 25, 2008,

              In :
                      Links 
                
    


    
      A couple of interesting canal links here:

http://www.canaljunction.com/british/waterways.htm

http://www.canalshop.co.uk/directory.html 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Fantastic Weather Links
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Graham on Tuesday, November 25, 2008,

              In :
                      Links 
                
    


    
      Here are some fantastic weather links:

UK wind maps http://www.xcweather.co.uk/
UK Metcheck http://www.metcheck.com/V40/UK/HOME/
UK Rain radar http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/radar/
Live Lightning http://www.isleofwightweather.co.uk/live_storm_data.htm
Midlands  weather  http://www.midlandsweather.org.uk/
Satellite weather maps http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/satpics/latest_uk_ir.html
Further links to Meteosat sites      http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/meteosat/infos.shtml  
Metrology & weather radar ...
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Ron Morgan Boat Electrics Tuesday 2nd December 2008
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Thursday, November 20, 2008,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Do you have a question relating to boat electrics that Ron can address at our next meeting? If so email here or use the contact menu, your question will be passed on to Ron and he will try to include your topic.
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Jan Meek 13th November 2008
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Wednesday, November 19, 2008,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      On Tuesday 18th November we were entertained by Jan Meek - what a lady!  Her presentation was so inspirational, everyone was enthralled.  She told us about her walk to the magnetic North Pole and showed slides giving some idea of the natural beauty created there.  She was subsequently invited to walk to the geographical North Pole with explorer David Templeman-Adams and had previously rowed the Atlantic in a 23ft 'canoe' with her son.
 
Her enthusiasm and ability to transport everyone on the jo... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Blog RSS Feed
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Saturday, November 15, 2008,

              In :
                      Admin 
                
    


    
      At the bottom right of our blog is an RSS feed button. Click on this and follow the instructions and you can keep an eye on what's being posted on this blog without initially entering the website. 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Single Handed Round the World
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Saturday, November 15, 2008,

              In :
                      News 
                
    


    
      Michael Perham, from Potters Bar in Hertfordshire has today, Saturday 15th November 2008, set off to sail single handed round the world at the age of 16. Mike is no stranger to single handed sailing - at the age of 14 he became the youngest person to sail the Atlantic. You can follow Mike's progress via our Blogroll see link below bottom right. We all wish him well. 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          AIS - Ship Automatic Identification System
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Saturday, November 15, 2008,

              In :
                      Ship Movements 
                
    


    
      There's a really comprehensive description at Wikipedia for AIS but in addition there's lots of other very interesting information on the Internet: have a look at the information available for the Solent area at Solent Ship Tracking. This superb site is well worth a look for other information as well!! Another good one is Lands End Live which shows you which ships are currently rounding Lands End. For UK information and a complete view, by map, of the UK have a look at ShipAIS - Watching the ...
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          RNLI and new Ofcom charges
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Mike on Friday, November 14, 2008,

              In :
                      News 
                
    


    
      The background:   (From the Telegraph..) 

LIFEBOAT crews fear being scuppered by crippling new charges for using their radios from Ofcom, the communications regulator. The RNLI could see the price of using its VHF emergency frequencies rise to £250,000 under plans to charge the full commercial rate. 

The charity, which saves hundreds of lives every year currently pays an annual £48,000 at a discounted rate of 50 per cent. It relies on donations and fears the move will have a disastrous impact... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Blog Page
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Monday, November 10, 2008,

              In :
                      News 
                
    


    
      There are some enhancements to the blog! At the top you will now see a blog search: this is really obvious - just enter your search and the search will show you any MCCC blogs containing your search. It will also have a look at the Internet and give you other relevant links.

At the bottom of the blog page we now have a blogroll - this is really a list of links but will only show blogs of interest.
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Falmouth Town Sailing Club
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Monday, November 10, 2008,

              In :
                      News 
                
    


    
      The website link to Midlands Coastal Cruising Club has been printed in the Autumn 2008 Newsletter of Falmouth Town Sailing Club. (FTSC).  
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Mike Streets & Chris Bassam 4th November 2008
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Monday, November 10, 2008,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      The meeting on 4th November saw the return of Mike Streets and Chris Bassam, previously club members, who gave us some very interesting 'food for thought' about keeping and sailing a boat in the Caribbean.  Mike & Chris sailed the Atlantic in 2002 with the ARC (Atlantic Rally for Cruisers) and their boat Reverie has been based in Granada ever since.  Over the past few years, they have spent many months sailing these waters and were very informative about the experience and knowledge they have... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Comments
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Wednesday, November  5, 2008,

              In :
                      Admin 
                
    


    
      Please note every Blog can be commented on. Please add your thoughts. Have a look at the bottom of each post.
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Mike Streets & Chris Bassam 4th November 2008
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Bob on Wednesday, November  5, 2008,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Tuesday  saw a very welcome return of Mike Streets and Chris Bassam to MCCC. Mike and Chris have now had six years cruising in the Caribbean and during that time have covered the area in great depth. 

We heard some fascinating details of life out there living amongst the Islands: how often entering each island requires entry and exit formalities to be completed as they are often different countries. Members were given some good tips about anchoring and how in all those years Mike and Chris ha...
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Notice Board
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Sunday, November  2, 2008,

              In :
                      News 
                
    


    
      We now have a Member's Notice Board on the Member's Page. This can be used to bring to the attention of other members all sorts of things: in particular do you want to sell no longer wanted boat bits? You must, of course, be the owner of anything you want to sell here. 

Are you trying to get hold of something? Looking for a crew? Do you want to crew? 

To get your notices on the Board you must be a member of Midlands Coastal Cruising Club. 

Please email your information using the email link provi... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Terry & Monica Darlington 21st October 2008
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Beryl on Tuesday, October 28, 2008,

              In :
                      Previous Meetings 
                
    


    
      Our first meeting of the season was quite well attended to hear Monica and Terry Darlington recount their adventure on the USA East Coast Intracoastal Waterway.  Monica's descriptions interspersed with Terry's reading of a few pertinent extracts from his best selling books made for a very interesting evening.  It must surely have given many of the audience food for thought (and laying of a few possible plans) during the long winter evenings.   
 
Their visit was well received and enjoyed by eve... 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Member's Book
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Tuesday, October 28, 2008,

              In :
                      Admin 
                
    


    
      We now have a member's signing in book. Please leave a message when you visit the Member's Area. Best just use your first name. 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Pictures
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Sunday, October 26, 2008,

              In :
                      Album 
                
    


    
      We now need pictures! Have you one or two of your boat or something else boating wise of interest. 

Please email to 

webmaster@midlandscoastalcruising.co.uk 

The pictures you send must have been taken by yourself and in so sending you agree that MCCC can publish them on the Internet. Please include with your email a short description.
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Blog Page
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Sunday, October 26, 2008,

              In :
                      Admin 
                
    


    
      Welcome to our Members Blog! At first site you may find this a bit daunting but please have patience as it's pretty slick! Blogs of interest will be posted from time to time and they will appear down the left hand side of the page. This will be developed as the interest materialises and people get the hang of it. It is possible using the Tags and Categories to sort the blogs as you like. Try it out! 

Members are invited to comment on any blog and comments will appear on this page once they ha...
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          RNLI Christmas Cards
    
        


    
    

    Posted by  on Wednesday, October 22, 2008,

              In :
                      News 
                
    


    
      RNLI Christmas Cards will be on sale at our next meeting Tuesday 4th November! 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          Guest Book
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Sunday, October 19, 2008,

              In :
                      Admin 
                
    


    
      We now have a guest book in place on the Home page. I think it would be a good idea if we leave this for none members to use. I'll sort out a members book for this page shortly. Watch this space. 
 
Continue reading ...
    


        


  


  
  

          New Website
    
        


    
    

    Posted by Webmaster on Friday, October 17, 2008,

              In :
                      Admin 
                
    


    
      Welcome to our new website! 
Please use the form, link at the top of the page, to send any ideas for inclusion on the website and any ideas for next years speakers.


 
Continue reading ...
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Get Membership Application Form here 



Get Adobe Acrobat Reader here


psst..  to add a comment click on the post's header .....


Thank you for visiting our website!
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